
Peter Reynolds’ - “Ish” 

(K-2) The letters i..s..h.. make up a suffix.  If we add letters to the 

beginning, we can make words.  Example: “f” + “ish”, makes the 

word fish.  How many “ish” words can you make? 

What was your favorite part of the story? 

 

(Grades 3-5) There are many themes associated with the book, “Ish, some of 

which include: motivation, imperfection, acceptance, perseverance, and 

perception.  The following questions will help with understanding the 

themes mentioned: 

"Ramon kept trying to make his drawings look right." 

1. What was Ramon trying to do? What do you think “look right” 

means? 

2. Does art have to “look right” (look exactly like the object the person 

is trying to draw, paint, sculpt) for it to be considered “good”? 

Perfection and improvement 

1. Do you ever feel like you have to make or do things that are perfect? 

2. Are you ever done improving something that you want to be better? 

Why or why not? 

3. Can something that is considered perfect be improved? Why or why 

not? Give examples. 

Enjoyment as motivation 

1. How did Ramon’s brother and sister influence his enjoyment of art? 

2. What things or activities do you do, but really don’t enjoy?  Give 

examples. 

3. Is something worth doing if you don’t enjoy yourself? Why or why 

not? What are some other reasons you might do something, aside 

from the enjoyment it gives you? 



Emotion and creativity 

1. What feelings do you think Ramon had while he was trying to make 

his drawings “look right” after his brother laughed at him? 

2. How would you feel and if someone made a negative comment about 

your art? A positive comment? How would this affect how you make 

your art? 

3. Is making art when you are feeling angry or sad the same as making 

art when you are feeling silly or happy? Why or why not? 

Goals of doing 

"Leon burst out laughing. ‘What is that?’ he asked" 

1. Is something worth doing if you cannot be perfect at it? 

2. Is it a good goal for someone who loves to draw to try and make 

their drawings “look right” or perfect? Why or why not? 

 


